
Dear Parents/Carers  

Welcome to the first edition of our “Governor Newsletter”.  

Often the governing body can seem remote and parents are unaware who we are and what 
we do. We hope by starting to send you governor newsletters your awareness of us will 
increase. So, in addition to the weekly school newsletter, we will be producing a termly 
governor newsletter to update you on items of general interest. 

In this edition I will give you a brief introduction to the governing body and what our 
responsibilities are. As always all of this can also be found on the school website. There are 
14 members of the governing body (with a parent vacancy recently filled by Dan Scatola) 
and the clerk who carries out an administrative role and is the only paid member of the 
governing body.  

Our membership includes the following – The Headteacher, 3 parent representatives, 4    
Co-opted governors (appointed by the governing body for their skills), 3 Foundation 
governors (appointed by the Diocese), a local authority appointed governor, a teaching staff 
representative, and an associate member (again brings additional skills to the governing 
body) 
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Name Type of governor Responsibility

Ricki Talbot Co-opted Safeguarding, Class 4

Lee Partridge Parent Maths, Class 3

Dan Scatola Parent General Data Protection Regulations

Amanda Watts Co-opted Inclusion, Pupil Premium, School Website Compliance

Zoë Howard-Lock Co-opted Vice-Chair, Data, English

Mark Thrower Parent Attendance

Rev. Antony Wilson Ex-Officio/Foundation  

Tim Barrott             
 

Authority Chair, Complaints, Health & Safety

Barbara Hill Foundation PCC RE & Collective Worship Class 2

Angie Heath Foundation DBE Early Years, Safeguarding, RE & Collective Worship, 
Class 1

Lorraine Carey Co-opted-Non Teaching Staff Training Link

Nathan Kempster Teaching Staff  

Donna Parker Headteacher/Ex-Officio  

Ceri Jones Associate Member Health & Safety

Janet Johnson Clerk to the Governors  



As you can see we are a varied group, all with differing backgrounds, which all come 
together to fulfil our role as a governing body to the school. 

Our governing body doesn’t have the usual Committees; instead we have 2 Full Governing 
Body meetings a term with alternate areas of focus. One will focus on Curriculum items 
(covering things such as school topics, pupil assessment data, attendance data, 
safeguarding etc.) and the other looks at Resources (which includes finance, health & safety,  
personnel, premises etc.). There are other Committees who meet as and when required, 
such as the Pay Committee, Discipline Committee etc. 

All governors with a specific area of responsibility attend governor visits at the school. These 
will have a particular agreed focus and will either be meetings with members of staff or 
classroom/school visits depending on the nature of the visit. 

And now I will give you some background about me. My name is Zoë Howard-Lock. I 
currently have 2 children at the school, and I say currently as one is in year 6 and will be 
leaving at the end of the summer term to go to Manningtree High School (that time has flown 
by). My other child is in year 4. I have been a school governor since 2011 and have recently 
been appointed as Vice Chair. I am a qualified Management Accountant, working at Essex 
County Council, which helps me understand the financial and data side of being a governor. 
I really enjoy my role as a governor, and in particular one of the highlights is being part of the 
Ardleigh Community Award judging panel since it was introduced to the school. For those of 
you that aren’t aware, the children in Year 6 undertake a number of tasks as part of this over 
the course of their final year. The tasks include jobs at home and school, clubs and other 
specific community activities such as flower arranging, Heartstart, bell ringing (new this year) 
and the annual camp out on the school field. I have really enjoyed reading the effort the 
children put into their folders every year and am disappointed not to be able to join the 
judging panel this year, but as my eldest child is taking part this year I will have to let 
someone else have that enjoyment. 

This first edition of our Governor Newsletter has provided us with the opportunity for a brief 
introduction. The next edition will be issued next term (Autumn 2017) and will focus on items 
that we feel would be of particular interest to parents.  

Kind regards  
Zoë Howard-Lock 
Vice Chair of Governors 

May 2017


